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Idleness or Nonstop Performance? Prague City Gallery opens

the season of Troja Chateau with an exhibition exploring how
we spend our free time

Troja Chéteau is transforming into The Palace of (Leisure) Time for this season. This is the
name of the exhibition that will be opened to public in Troja Chateau on 4 April 2025 by
Prague City Gallery. Curators Karla Hlava¢kova and Veronika Cechova revisit the history of
the Baroque building, which originally served as a summer retreat for the nobility, and
examine how we spend our free time today. The Palace of (Leisure) Time primarily features
young artists and a selection of works that relate to leisure, not only through the nature of the
medium — such as embroidery and ceramics — but also through questions associated with the
theme of leisure, such as: Do we allow ourselves to do nothing these days, or are we
constantly pushed to be productive? The exhibition will be on display in the Baroque chateau,
surrounded by gardens and a natural labyrinth, until 29 October 2025.

“Leisure time is supposed to be a time we can fill as we choose. But what should we fill it with?
Nowadays, we have a plethora of activities to choose from, which often makes us fear that if we
slow down and relax for a moment, something will be missed. Can we truly ‘do nothing'? Are free
moments rare? And what does the much-discussed balance between leisure and work look like?
There are many questions that relate to this topic. The Palace of (Leisure) Time will therefore
present the works of 14 artists and groups who look at it from different angles,” says curator Karla
Hlavackova.

Do people need to feel fulfilled by their work, or do they need a high salary, benefits and plenty of
vacation days to compensate for a lack of fulfilment? In his work Frieze/Vlys, Zbynék Baladran
addresses the functioning of the labour market with an element of exaggeration, presenting four
images that, due to their visual treatment, resemble the art of various ancient cultures. Judita
Levitnerova reflects on sedentary labour by using an office carpet into which she imprints various
forms of a seated person.

In their work Teabags on Eyelids Il, Barbora Zentkova and Julia Grybo$ point to the societal
pressure on individuals in modern society to avoid looking tired and to consistently be productive.
Through dyeing fabrics with tea and engaging in manual

work with the fabric, the artists emphasise the need to slow down, confronting the pressure to
perform through the almost ritualistic repetition of tedious tasks.
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However, leisure time is also associated with idleness — doing nothing, watching superficial soap
operas, or scrolling through Instagram reels. Relaxing activities such as applying a face mask or
reading under a blanket can be found in Eva Volfova's embroidery series. Roman Stétina's Lost
Case uses the famous Columbo series, connecting scenes that go nowhere — they don't create a
cohesive story and flow while Columbo gradually ages. For the exhibition, Johana Hnizdilova
created a vase inspired by the terracotta vases found in the grounds of Troja Chateau, into which she
inserted black glass referencing the ubiquity of displays in everyday life.

According to the curators, the exhibition does not provide advice or clear instructions on how to
spend leisure time but aims to encourage visitors to reflect on how they handle their free time and
whether they allow themselves to be idle.

Accompanying Programme: Radio Wave concerts, workshops and an open-air cinema

The Troja Chateau, along with its adjacent gardens and maze, forms the so-called Troja Labyrinth,
which will host an accompanying programme to The Palace of (Leisure) Time exhibition as well as
several exhibitions in public spaces until the end of October. "We continue our successful
cooperation with Radio Wave. Last year, we jointly organised a series of discussions and concerts
at various places on the premises under the title Opulence. This year, the programme, entitled
Riviera, will take place on 15 July, 5 and 26 August. At the end of August and the beginning of
September, guided tours of the outdoor exhibition are planned, along with an open-air cinema,"
adds Agata HoSnova from the Art for the City programme, which organises this year’s
accompanying programmes at the Labyrinth.

The Education Department of Prague City Gallery has prepared thematic workshops for adults and
children in the orangery, focusing on ceramics, textiles, embroidery, weaving and plant decorations.
Interactive tours of the exhibition will also be available for all types of schools and other age and
interest groups. For more information, please visit ghmp.cz.

PRA|HA Prague City Gallery is one of the most important galleries in the Czech Republic, focusing its exhibition
PRAIGUE activities mainly on modern and contemporary art. It collects, preserves and professionally processes the
art collections of the City of Prague. Currently, the GHMP exhibits in seven buildings: GHMP Zvon, GHMP
Knihovna, GHMP Colloredo-Mansfeld, GHMP Dum fotografie, GHMP Bilkova vila, GHMP Zamek Troja and

PRA|GA
PRA(G GHMP Bilkav dam.



http://ghmp.cz/

THE PALACE OF (LEISURE) TIME

4 April — 29 October 2025

GHMP Zamek Troja, U Trojského zamku 1/4, 170 00 Prague 7

Curators: Karla Hlavatkova, Veronika Cechova

Exhibiting Artists: Zbyn¢k Baladran, Anna-Marie Berdychova, Johana Hnizdilova, Peter Kolarcik,
Eliska Kone¢na, Monika Kucerova, Judita Levitnerova, Frantiska Malaskova, pingpongping (Anna
Vasickova, Hana Kubrichtova, David Stejskal), Nicolas Prokop, Roman Stétina, Eva Volfova,
Barbora Zentkova & Julia Grybo$ ande Tereza Zichova.

Graphic design: Anymade Studio

Architectural Design: Tereza Melkova

Opening Hours
Tue-Sun 10 a.m.— 6 p.m.

Fril—6p.m.

Entrance fee
CZK 200 Full price (adults)

CZK 90 Discounted price (students aged 11-26, seniors 65+, school groups accompanied by one
teacher, with a minimum of 10 people)

CZK 50 Discounted price (children aged 6-10)
CZK 450 Family fee (2 adults + 1-4 children up to 15 years of age)
Admission Free — For holders of the “particularly severe disability” card, holders of the

“particularly severe disability” card with a guide, their guides, and holders of one of the following
cards: GHMP Member / Member Plus / Patron

For more information, please visit: https://www.ghmp.cz/vystavy/palac-volneho-casu/
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The exhibition programme of Prague City Gallery is supported by the Ministry of Culture of the
Czech Republic.

Media partners: ART ANTIQUES, ArtMap, Flash Art, Fotograf, Artalk, A2, Artikl, Aerokina,
Radio 1 and CRo Radio Wave

Partners: VSe na stolni tenis.cz

Contact for Journalists

Jana Smrckova
Head of the Department of Communication, Events and Publishing
Mobile phone: +420 778 710 688 jana.smrckova@ghmp.cz www.ghmp.cz
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Accompanying Programme
Guided tour with the curator of the exhibition Karla Hlavackova

13 May 2025, 5 p.m.

A Garden Party

13 May 2025, 6 p.m.

Guided tour with the curator of the exhibition Karla Hlava¢kova within the Get to Know the Vltava
festival

28 September 2025
Saturday art workshops take place in GHMP’s Eco-studio

Upcycling in Spatial Arts
9 August 2025, 1-6 p.m., GHMP’s Eco-studio, orangery at the Troja Chateau
Potential of Materials

11 October 2025, 1-6 p.m., GHMP’s Eco-studio, orangery at the Troja Chateau

Art Workshops for Adults and Seniors / Integration and Intergenerational Programmes take
place in GHMP’s Eco-studio

For updated information, please visit www.ghmp.cz

Musical Evenings in the Chateau’s Garden with Radio Wave
15 July; 5, 8 and 26 August 2025
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For up-to-date information on the accompanying programmes, please visit www.ghmp.cz

Interactive tours of the exhibition for all types of schools and other age and interest groups, with the
possibility of a follow-up artistic response in the form of your own artistic creation. We adapt the
events in terms of time, theme and level of difficulty to the specific requirements of each school.
Reservation required: edukace@ghmp.cz

PRA|HA Prague City Gallery is one of the most important galleries in the Czech Republic, focusing its exhibition
PRAIGUE activities mainly on modern and contemporary art. It collects, preserves and professionally processes the
art collections of the City of Prague. Currently, the GHMP exhibits in seven buildings: GHMP Zvon, GHMP
Knihovna, GHMP Colloredo-Mansfeld, GHMP Dum fotografie, GHMP Bilkova vila, GHMP Zamek Troja and
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